seemed wise to satisfy both. We decided to live in the woods.,
while at the same time remaining in the steppe.
"The physical-geographical and climatic features that
had predominated in the past had been a rather irrational
combination of mutually contradictory elements. It cost no
little effort to introduce some order into this.
"When it had been ascertained that from 3^ to 40 per
cent of the ordinary velocity of the air was adequate for
all purposes, strong winds,, not to speak of storms., were
stopped. The winter freezing of the soil was reduced by three
fourths. Evaporation was reduced two thirds. At the same
time the moisture in the air had to be increased.
"Of course., the need arose for a new soil. The old soil,
with its felt carpet and boreho)e wells dug into the depths
of the earth., ridiculously ran counter to all conceptions of
what the place of man's existence on earth might be.
"We raised the ground water to the surface. We   put a
stop to the  wasteful flowing  away of three fourths of the
rainfall. We compelled the snow to melt slowly and  evenly,
so that the land could absorb the whole of the thaw  water.
"Our land can be compared to a chain of discs in emerald
frames. On these discs we have restored the ancient fertility
of the steppe. We are able to create artificial virgin soil on
any plot of land in a matter of two or three years. In labora-
tories this artificial   virgin   soil   is compared with natural
virgin soil preserved in reservations, and it is found that it
consists of firm crumbs amounting to 81 per cent, and humus
amounting to 9.8 per cent, whereas natural virgin soil consists
of crumbs 8^ per cent and humus 9.9 per cent.
"You know that present-day city builders have more
to think about than the architects of the past. They have
to consider not only the facades of buildings and the com-
position of streets and public squares, but also the bird's-